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PARTITION ANTE PORTAS? 
In the years 1978-1979, after our official talks in Athens, Prime Minister Constantinos Karamanlis used to invite us for a simple lunch at his small and unpretentious apartment at Herodes Atticus street.  President Kyprianou and I attended, together with Karamanlis and Greek Foreign Minister Georgios Rallis.  Sometimes the Ambassadors of Cyprus and Greece were also present.  
I recall vividly quite a lot of what was discussed during those meetings.  It was there that Karamanlis had suggested to me that I should have a resignation letter readily available in my pocket, which I should use whenever I felt that it was appropriate -  something which I did in September 1983.  The great Greek statesman, who was a well known realist, could already discern some differing nuances in the assessments and the analytical stands on Cyprus….

It was during one of those meetings that Karamanlis pointed out, whilst we were all seated in his living room, that what particularly annoyed him was the fact that, whilst in the fifties the Greeks of Cyprus had started a struggle with the objective of “enosis” (union) with Greece and the Turks had pursued “taksim” (partition), it appeared that at the end of the day the Turkish side would have its way.

Karamanlis had already been involved in the Cyprus issue for 25 years.  He knew very well, through his contacts in the world arena, what was already obvious to me as well: That the international community and particularly Europe and the mighty countries of the world (and also our friends the non-aligned countries) had never shared fully our views as to what constituted “justice” in the Cyprus cause.  Many Foreign Ministries had delved into the Cyprus problem since the 1950s and had reached the conclusion that both communities had a share in the blame for the events in Cyprus.  Of course the interests of the mighty countries carried their own weight in the above appraisals.  So, the position of the world community, as reflected in the various resolutions and initiatives, could not satisfy the expectations and visions of many Greek Cypriots.  This explains the fact that during the past 60 years we have rejected each one of the 15 initiatives for a solution to our problem.  Unfortunately we have been sailing towards the wrong direction.  We sail gradually and steadily towards partition.  Exactly the destination Karamanlis was afraid of.

In my letter of resignation to President Kyprianou of the 21st September 1983, I wrote, inter alia, that “as a result of the line we pursue we shall end up with a number of resolutions and with the occupation of our country”.  This is what has happened already.  And the situation will stay put, unless Demetris Christofias works out a miracle.

When things are led to a deadlock we think that we have an ace up our sleeve:  The card of “enlightenment”.  It is a really ludicrous situation. In a world plagued with wars, terrorism, financial recession, deaths of millions of innocent people as a result of malnutrition and illnesses, the well-fed Cypriots cross the skies of the world, throwing away millions of euros, to argue in favour of their 50-year conflict.  In the process the Greek Cypriots tend to  “forget” their sins committed in the 1960s, the coup d’ etat of 1974 and their impermissible rejectionism before and after 1974.  Similarly the Turkish Cypriots try to wipe out their own crimes in the 1960s, the invasion and occupation of Cyprus in 1974 and the gradual hardening of their demands, which have grown out of proportion.

In the above context the Greek Cypriots were running around recently carrying thousands of signatures for the return of Varosha, whilst the very same people six years ago rejected the plan of the United Nations through which Varosha would be returned to its inhabitants. The Plan was unanimously adopted by the Security Council (Resolution 1475 (2003)), which characterized it as unique.  It was also unanimously approved by the European Commission.  It was confirmed by an overwhelming majority of the European Parliament.  It was also upheld by political parties representing 90% of the electorate in Greece.  The Greek Cypriots rejected it.  Unfortunately the thousands of signatures mentioned above will not bring back lost motherlands.  They will not bring back what we have thrown away and what is already gone with the wind.  
So, Christofias must do something.  His party however specializes in “political marriages” which have no content and are not sustainable.  They are solely based on the distribution of the benefits of power.  This  is what happened with Kyprianou, Lyssarides and Papadopoulos in the past as well.  They wrapped up coalitions which were moribund, because AKEL was down to earth, whilst the others were flying in the skies.  Besides, how could Christofias ever work together with political forces, which have repeatedly   branded him as “a person of low resistance on national issues” and “a person who will bring Turkey into Cyprus”?
Christofias was elected as President of the Republic two years before the “elections” in the Turkish Cypriot community.  He had a long period of 24 months to work for a solution, before Eroglou appeared as a contender for the highest office in the north.  But the process of the dialogue was slow, extremely slow.  Despite the continuous exhortations of myself and other analysts, time was allowed to go by and we were eventually left with a semi-finished story in our hand.  I wrote so many times about that useless and meaningless process of the “Working Groups and the Technical Committees”, which preceded the talks and through which valuable time was wasted for nothing.  (See my article “The Committees, the Church Blessing, the Gods and Stupidity” of the 9th July 2008).  I also wrote so many times about the infamous “asphyxiating time frames” theory.

One of the two allies of the President is already gone.  The other one will undoubtedly depart  if and when we move closer to a solution.   The “red lines”, which delineate the extreme points of tolerance of these allies of Christofias are miles apart from a possible solution.  Both the President and AKEL are well aware of this fact.  So, what is the game behind the scenes?  To let time go by until Eroglou appears, whose absolute intransigence and whose declared position for two states will “save” us?  In exactly the same way in which Denktas was our “saviour” in the past?   
In other words, our lack of courage to accept a solution within the framework of the assessments of the international and the European communities and within the parameters which the historical sins of both communities   dictate, will lead us eventually into the embrace of Eroglou, whose extreme intransigence will save us?  Is this our objective?  So that the “holy alliance” will stay intact and “power” will not be lost? Incredible.  But then, why incredible?  Have we not witnessed the very same ploys in the past as well?  
Demetris Christofias, I hope and trust that, within the few weeks left until the Turkish Cypriot “elections”,  you will do what has to be done, in order to avoid the above scenario.  Even if you have been dragging your feet unjustifiably in the past.  You know very well that your “allies” will not follow you along the uphill and steep path which leads to the solution of our problem.  You also know very well that the only political force which may extend a helping hand in your difficult task is the large Democratic Rally, provided you negotiate and behave in a correct manner.  
Otherwise, President, partition which is already ante portas (at our doorstep) will cross and enter our home.    As you can see, President, we have reached a terminal point.  Many frivolous politicians used to say in the past: “We may reject this new initiative for a solution as well, why not, there will certainly be another opportunity”.  Unfortunately the only other opportunity left is partition – this is what you yourself have stated many times as well.

I wish that you will not be the President of this “opportunity”.  The President of partition.  Because partition is tantamount to the settlement of a huge number of Turks in Cyprus.  

Your very wise mother has told you in the past:  “Some other people have brought things to this edge.  Eventually they will load their doings on your shoulders”.  Your mother is right.  Those who have been rejecting for so many years whatever “good” or “mediocre” or “tolerable” was offered to us and instead were aiming at the absolute, ignoring our sins of the past;  those who through their rejectionist policy have led the vehicle before the precipice, are the ones who  have placed you there today, holding the steering wheel of the vehicle at this critical moment.        
Do not fall off the cliff, Demetri.   If you are prudent, grasp the strong hands which will support you.  You know very well what partition means for the future of our country, for our children.  And be sure that in case you fail in your endeavours, your friends who through their actions in the past will lead Cyprus to partition, will be the first ones to load everything on your shoulders.  Your mother is a very wise woman.  She is absolutely right.
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